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Trinity Academy

Thank you for becoming familiar with our classroom procedures!

Please contact me with any questions, comments or concerns. 

sdabruzzi@trinityhudson.org
Phone: 715-386-9349 ext. 29

Arrival and Dismissal
The school day begins at 8:45.  Students are allowed into their classrooms at 8:30 and may wait in the foyer of the school until that time.  Dismissal is at 3:25.  It is very important that parents wait in the foyer of the school until students have been dismissed so that instruction time is best utilized until the very end of the day.  

Morning Meeting

We will begin each day with a morning meeting.  Smiles, announcements, news, sharing and team building will set the pace for our day.  Please have your child to school on time or they will miss the opportunity to participate.

Phone System

You may reach me at school by dialing the school number 715-386-9349.  Messages may be left on my voice mail by dialing 29 at the prompt.  I check my voice mail in the morning and after bus duty.  Please leave a message with Mrs. Beer during the school day.  Ideal learning takes place with minimal interruptions.  (
Classroom Discipline

Typical classroom rules apply:  be respectful to self and others, take care of your classroom, and try your best.  

Logical consequences help children regain control, make amends, and get back on track when they forget or choose not to take care of themselves or each other.  I use four logical consequences in my classroom:  

Green- great day!

1 free verbal warning

Yellow- warning, loss of 10 minutes of recess time

Orange- loss of recess and student written note home signed by the teacher and returned with parent signature.

Red- loss of recess, Think Sheet, phone call home and meet with Mrs. Johnson

My goal is to respond to rule breaking in a reasonable and logical way giving students the opportunity to learn from their mistakes.  

Library

We will be visiting the Hudson Public Library at least once a quarter.  Students may check out books, but it is not required.  The books are due 3 weeks after the check out date and it is each family’s responsibility to ensure that the books are returned on time to avoid late fees.  We will also visit Trinity’s library once a week.  Please send your child’s MORE Card (WI Public Library Card) to school and we will make a copy of it and send the original card home.  If you do not have a MORE Card or do not live in Wisconsin, please let me know and I will get you the appropriate paperwork to complete so that your students may access library books at the Public Library.

Homework

Students in second grade will spend up to 30-40 minutes on homework each night.  Weekly homework will consist of studying spelling words, working on guided reading, and practicing monthly memory work.  As a part of the 30-40 minutes, students should read a book of their choice for 20 minutes each night.  Homework gradually transitions throughout the year into specific skill based stories and work that correlates with what we are learning in class.  

Homework packets will be sent home on Friday and will be due the following Friday. This gives families the flexibility to complete homework around sports and other obligations during the week.


Our reading incentive program at Trinity Academy is Homerun Reading.  There are “minute benchmarks” that the students aim for each month with fun rewards.  Last year the students did a wonderful job reaching many of their benchmarks and were able to participate in some fun activities!  


We will follow the same process as last year.  Each month you will receive a reading log in order to record your students reading minutes (and minutes that someone has read to them) and tally them at the end of the month.  These logs are due by the 1st Friday of the following month and the minutes are recorded and posted for the students to monitor how close they are to certain benchmarks.  Minutes spent on Guided Reading do count for minutes on the Homerun Readers Log.  Failure to return Homerun Reading Logs results in the student’s inability to participate in special activities related to the Homerun Reading Program.   

Uniforms

Please read the uniform policy to ensure that your child is correctly dressed for each day.   Uniforms include proper shoes for Physical Education and recess.  If your child is not in proper uniform a note will be sent home as a reminder.  A second uniform violation results in a behavior check.

Medication Slips

For safety reasons there are strict rules about medicine in school.  Students are not allowed to keep any medication (including cough drops) in their desk or backpack.  If a student needs to take medicine during the school day it must be in its original container and a permission slip must be filled out for the office to know exactly how much and when to administer the medication.

Parental Involvement

Parental involvement at school is welcome!  If you are interested in volunteering to work with students during the language arts block or math block please let me know by filling out and returning the attached “Volunteer Form.”  Making copies, correcting papers, and filing are also areas in which you may wish to volunteer.  Field trip volunteer opportunities will be communicated as they arise throughout the year.

Snack

We will have a healthy snack every morning.  Students may bring in a piece of fresh fruit, fresh veggies or dried fruit (please avoid chocolate coated candy, gummy, or sugary treats().  Milk is available for purchase.

Birthday Treats

Birthdays are a special time and treats are welcome on your child’s birthday or half birthday.  Please note:  There are 24 students in our classroom and only nut free treats are allowed.  Treats or special snacks are not required or expected. 

Lunch/Milk 

If your child is running low on milks (25 cents each) or lunches ($2.50 each) I will send home a reminder.  Lunch and milk money may be sent directly to me or may be dropped off at the office with Mrs. Beer.

Book Orders

If you choose to order from Scholastic book catalog please make a check out to Scholastic.  Generally, I will give one week or so from when the book orders go home until they are due back for ordering.  I will also add a wish list to these book orders each month for new books for our classroom! The wish list will include sets of books for guided reading, seasonal, whole class projects or popular titles to add to our classroom library.

        Weekly Newsletter 


I will email a newsletter every Thursday or send a newsletter home with your child.  It will include classroom information and notes from me.  Please check for the newsletter each week and contact me right away if you have not received one.

         Friday Take-Home Folders

Each Friday the students will take home their graded work in their take home folder. Please take a few minutes to look through this folder; it will contain tests, class work, reading response activities, Mountain Math and many other papers. Some papers may need to be signed and returned-this is for my record keeping and helps keep you up to date on your child’s progress.

Mountain Math (MM)

Mountain Math blank worksheets will be handed out Every Monday and will be due on Friday. Students will work on MM when they finish any work through-out the week. For the first few weeks of school we will complete MM together as a class so the students know how to answer questions. I expect student to try as many problems as possible each week, but are not punished or graded on unfinished or incorrect answers. After the mid-point of the school year students should be able to complete MM independently. 
For more information about the Mountain Math program please visit http://www.mtmath.com
Second Grade Monthly Memory Work
September
Apostle’s Creed (Part 1)

I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and Earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and was born of the Virgin Mary.
October

Apostle’s Creed (Part 2)

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into Hell.

On the third day He rose again.

He ascended into Heaven, where He sits at the right hand of the 

     Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
November

Apostle’s Creed (Part 3)
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Universal Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting.

Amen.

December
Isaiah 9:6

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
January

Colossians 3:20

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.
February

Micah 6:8

He has shown you, O Man, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
March

Psalm 96: 1-2

Oh, sing to the Lord a new song!

Sing to the Lord all the Earth.

Sing to the Lord, bless His name.

Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day.
April

Psalm 96: 3-4

Declare His glory among the nations,

His wonders among all peoples.

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;

He is to be feared above all other gods.
May

Genesis 2:7

The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
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Memory work is taught and practiced daily during Faith Formation.  It is strongly encouraged that parents go over the Monthly Memory Work with their student frequently throughout the month in order to help their student memorize and fully understand the meaning of the selection.

A fill in the blank quiz will be given on Monthly Memory Work on the last Friday of every month.  

Monthly Memory Work is posted on the second grade website.  Extra copies of the month’s selection are on the bulletin board outside the second grade classroom.
Volunteer Form
Thank you so much for volunteering in the classroom and/or at home. I know your time is important to the students and it is a tremendous help to me. I have many things you may volunteer for including math, reading, at home projects, and correcting papers. Please fill out the following form and check all that apply. As needs in the classroom arise I will contact you by phone, email or a note sent home with your child.

Again, thank you so much for being a part of your child’s education!

Your Name:  _____________________________________
Phone Number:  _________________________________
Email Address:  __________________________________
Math (please list times you are available)

Morning _______________________________________________________________
Afternoon______________________________________________________________
At Home projects_______________________________________________________
Language Arts/Literacy (please list times you are available)
Morning _______________________________________________________________
Afternoon______________________________________________________________

At Home projects_______________________________________________________
Correcting (please list times you are available)
Morning _______________________________________________________________
Afternoon______________________________________________________________

At Home projects_______________________________________________________
Class Party (Plan and Facilitate)

Thanksgiving/Harvest Party   _____
Christmas Party _____
Valentine’s Day Party _____
Easter Party _____
Hudson Public Library Visits (TBA)
Morning_______________________
Afternoon______________________
Thank You!
Second Grade 

Volunteer Guidelines

Thank you so much for volunteering in the classroom. You are a valued part of our school family. I know your time in the classroom will be very rewarding for you and an enormous help to me.

Please keep a few things in mind when you are working with the students.

· Please check in with the office and wear your visitor tag when you are in the building.
· Be positive with the students and with the work that they do. Maintain realistic standards for their work.

· Feel free to help a student. However, I encourage students to do all the work. Students learn by experimenting…so let them do their work if at all possible. Ask them first, “What do you think you should do?”

· Remember to respect the confidentiality of the classroom. Don’t discuss the lives or learning of the students you assist with others. If you have a concern, please feel free to bring it to my attention.

· Please remember to be on time. If you are unable to come at your scheduled time, please call Mrs. Beer in the office or send a note with your child. I do depend on you!
· Try to stay as professional as possible. Please keep in mind that we are always role models for the students.
· Have fun with the students and enjoy yourself!  (
__________________________________________________________________________________

Print Name




Signature

   


      Date

**PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN TO SCHOOL BY FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 2011**

Trinity Academy

Second Grade Handbook
· I have read the contents of the Second Grade Handbook.

· I understand and agree to cooperate with the school by reinforcing with my child the rules of conduct indicated.

_________________________________________________

Parent Signature








Date

_________________________________________________

Parent Signature








Date

_________________________________________________

Student Signature







Date
Communication
Please indicate the way you prefer to communicate during the day.

· Cell Phone_____________________________________

· Work Phone____________________________________

· Home Phone___________________________________

· Email_________________________________________

**PLEASE RETURN TO SCHOOL BY FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 2011**
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